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	        Charles Dickens is generally considered to be one of the greatest English novelists, and he is one of the few whose works did not become unpopular after his death. He  began with Pickwick (1836-7), which came out in parts and gave English literature some of its most charming and amusing characters. Mr. Pickwick himself is almost too kind to be true; it is fortunate for him that he meets and employs the cheerful Sam Weller to keep him out of most of the trouble caused by his own kindness, or to comfort him with words of wisdom when the trouble has not been avoided (...) None of the members of the Pickwick Club could be described as wise in the ways of the world, but to go through life without meeting them in Dickens’s pages would be a great loss.

      Twice Dickens wrote historical novels, Barnaby Rudge (1841) and A Tale of Two Cities (1849), a story of the French Revolution and of events in London at the same time. Sometimes his novels were written partly with the purpose of improving social conditions. Oliver Twist (1837-8), the story of a poor boy’s cruel treatment and miserable adventures, includes descriptions of hunger, stealing, murder and hanging. A Christmas Carol (1843) is the story of a bad character who improves his behaviour after a ghost tells him the manner of his death. Hard Times (1854) is set in industrial surroundings, where Gradgrind’s children are brought up among hard facts and without any help for the spirit. The son robs a bank, and the girl makes an unhappy marriage; but luckily the father suddenly understands his own foolishness. 

      David Copperfield (1849-50) is based on Dickens’s own life, which had a sad beginning. It is one of the most popular of his novels, but it cannot be called cheerful. Nicholas Nickleby (1838-9) is the tale of a boy who is left poor on his father’s death. He is sent to work in a school, Dotheboys Hall [=Do-The-Boys], where the master, Squeers, treats forty miserable pupils cruelly, and teaches them nothing. Nicholas gives the reader a good deal of pleasure when the gives the criminal Squeers a good beating, and then escapes.

      All these novels are crowded with characters, either fully developed or drawn by a few quick but sure strokes of the great writer’s pen. The reader of modern English novels or newspapers will not get far without finding mention – in a way which supposes that the reader needs no other explanation – of the name of a minor character from one of the books listed above, or reference, for example, to the evil Quilp, the great-hearted Jarley or honest Kit Nubbles (The Old Curiosity Shop) (...)

      In his different novels he describes and attacks many kinds of unpleasant people and places – bad schools and schoolmasters, government departments, bad prisons, dirty houses. His characters include thieves, murderers, men in debt, stupid and unswashed men and women, hungry children, and those who do their best to deceive the honest. Although many of his scenes are terribly unpleasant, he usually keeps the worst descriptions out of his books; therefore the reader does not throw the book into the fire, but continues to read. Some of his gentler characters are very weak; some of the sad situations that he describes are too miserable to be true. He uses too much black paint. But he wanted to raise kindness and goodness in men’s hearts, and he used tears and laughter to reach his aim.  

 THORNLEY, G. C. & ROBERTS, Gwyneth, An Outline of English Literature, Essex, England: Longman, 1984.


01. In the novel Hard Times Gradgrind’s children are:

A. frightened after meeting a ghost

B. raised by a foolish father     

C. mistreated by an evil teacher

D. faced with hanging, stealing and hunger 

02. Dotheboys Halls is a school in which:

A. teachers receive a cruel treatment

B. children face long working hours daily

C. children are taught nothing and treated cruelly    

D. boys are able to improve their social conditions 

03. According to the text, Dickens’s works:

A. became very unpopular after his death

B. achieved worldwide fame because of his death

C. were popular only after his death

D. remained popular after his death     

04. In Pickwick , Dickens portrays some characters who are:

A. very unpleasant

B. too weak and miserable

C. extremely good and wise

D. entertaining and fascinating  

05. Dickens’ historical novels are:

A. Nicholas Nickleby and A Tale of Two Cities
B. A Tale of Two Cities and Oliver Twist
C. David Copperfield and Hard Times
D. A Tale of Two Cities and Barnaby Rudge    
06. The way Dickens develops his characters:

A. is sometimes very unfortunate because it’s hard to grasp what he means

B. reveals the qualities that can only be found in great writers   

C. has frequently been compared to the style of other writers of his generation

D. resembles the way Sam Weller developed his characters

07. From the sentence “He uses too much black paint” one can  say Dickens:

A. preferred using only black ink in his writing 

B. used to illustrate his novels and short stories himself

C. sometimes described characters and situations in a very unfavorable way  

D. always explored the dark side of human beings in his novels

08.According to the text, Dickens’s autobiographical character is:

A. Oliver Twist

B. Nicholas Nickleby

C. Mr. Pickwick

D. David Copperfield   

09. Kit Nubbles is one of Dickens’s characters who:

A. lives in industrial surroundings

B. robs a bank and murders an innocent girl

C. is a respectable person     

D. understands his own foolishness

10. A recurrent aspect explored in Dickens’s fiction is:

A. his criticism of the industrial England of his time    

B. an unpleasant conception of a decaying society    

C. a cruel description of priests and high-school teachers

D. his lack of faith in men’s kindness and goodness 

11. According to the text, one of the “flaws” in Dickens’s characters is that they are:

A. extremely ruthless

B. unbelievably selfish     

C. unrealistically kind   

D. very smart

12. The text shows that Dickens somehow believed that:

A. some human beings are naturally evil and that nothing can be done about them

B. his novels could contribute to provoke some changes in his country   

C. literature is above all a form of amusement

D. a novelist should not be involved with real psychosocial questions

13. The alternative in which the compound adjectives are correct is:

A. a kind-heart man, a good-looking baby, a long-haired woman

B. a cold-blooded killer, a kind-hearted man, a long-legged lady    

C. sad looked children, a long-legged lady, a lily-livered man

D. an easy-going person, a good-looks baby, a long-haired woman

14.   The suffixes –NESS as in foolishness (line 38), -MENT as in treatment (line 26), and –FUL as in cheerful (line 10) are used to form, respectively:

A. nouns, adjectives, nouns

B. nouns, adverbs, adjectives

C. nouns, nouns, adjectives        

D. adjectives, nouns, adverbs

15. The –ING words which function respectively as adjective, noun, and verb in the text are:

A. amusing (line 7), beginning (line 41), improving (line 24)   

B. stealing (line 28), beginning (line 41), charming  (line 7)

C. amusing (line 7), meeting (line 17), beginning (line 41)

D. charming  (line 7),  finding (line 57), improving (line 24)  

16. The sentence He uses too much black paint (lines 79-80) can also be written:

A. He uses too many black paint

B. He uses a lot of black paint    

C. He uses a few black paint

D. He uses little black paint

17. The sentence “Although many of his scenes are terribly unpleasant, he usually keeps the worst descriptions out of his books” (lines 72-75) should be classified as a

A. simple sentence

B. complex sentence     

C. compound sentence

D. compound-complex sentence

18. In the sentence “He began with Pickwick (1836-7), which came out in parts and gave English literature some of its most charming and amusing characters,” (lines 4-7) the italicized part is a/an:

A. defining relative clause

B. nondefining relative clause   

C. adverb clause of reason

D. object noun clause

19. He’s cut the material in the wrong place. It ought .......... right here but it wasn’t.

A. to cut

B. to be cutting

C. to have cut

D. to have been cut     

20. Please tell Sarah to come and see me when she ..........  her work.

A. finish

B. finishing

C. has finished    

D. had finished
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