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	One of the purposes of my trip across my native country was to listen – to hear speech, accent rhythms, overtones and emphasis. For speech is so much more than words and sentences. I did listen everywhere. It seemed to me that regional speech is in the process of disappearing; not gone, but going. Decades of radio and television must have this impact. Communications must destroy localness, by a slow, inevitable process. I can remember a time when I could almost pinpoint a man’s place of origin by his speech. That is growing more difficult now and will in some foreseeable future become impossible. It is a rare house or building that is not rigged with the spiky combers of the air. Radio and television speech becomes standardized, perhaps better English than we have ever used. Just as our bread, mixed and baked, packaged and sold without  benefit of accident or human frailty, is uniformly good and uniformly tasteless, so will our speech become one speech.

I who love words and the endless possibility of words am saddened by this inevitability. For with local accent will disappear local tempo. The idioms, the figures of speech that make language rich and full of the poetry of place and time must go. And in their place will be a national speech, wrapped and packaged, standard and tasteless. In the many years since I have listened to the land, the change is very great. Travelling west allong the northern routes, I did not hear truly local speech until I reached Montana. That is one of the reasons I fell in love again with Montana. The West Coast went back to package English. The Southwest kept a grasp, but a slipping grasp on localness. Of course the deep south holds on to its regional expressions, just as it holds and treasures some other anachronisms, but no region can hold out for long against the highway, the high-tension line and the national television. What I am mourning is perhaps not worth saving, but I regret its loss nevertheless.

Even while I protest the assembly-line production of our food, our songs, our language, and eventually our souls, I know that it was a rare home that baked good bread in the old days. Mother’s cooking was with rare exceptions poor, that good unpasteurized milk touched only by flies and bits of manure crawling with bacteria, the healthy old time life was riddled with aches and sudden death from unknown causes and that sweet local speech I mourn was the child of illiteracy and ignorance. It is the nature of man as he grows older, a small bridge in time, to protest against change, particularly change for the better. But it is true that we have exchanged corpulence for starvation, and either one will kill us. We, or at least I, can have no conception of human life in a hundred years or fifty years. Perhaps my greatest wisdom is the knowledge that I do not know. The sad ones are those who waste their energy in trying to hold it back, for  they can only feel bitternes in loss and no joy in gain.

(STEINBECK, John. Travels with Charley. New York: Book of the Month Club, 1962.)


01. According to Steinbeck’s text, the deep south:

A) has changed faster than other regions

B) is different from Montana 

C) likes to preserve its regional expressions    

D) ceased to use local speech

02. Although the writer misses the old days, he admits that:

A) the food was not very healthy 

B) the milk was pasteurized 

C) his mother’s cooking was rich

D) there were no aches or sudden death 

03. Steinbeck also recognizes that the local speech he mourns was:

A) taught in his old school

B) derived from ignorance and illiteracy    

C) found in the songs he heard as a child

D) never heard on the radio

04. According to the author, when people get older, they usually:

A) change for the better

B) miss the healthy old-time life

C) rebel against change

D) exchange corpulence for starvation

05. The writer feels sad about the inevitability of:

A) radio and television bringing a variety of accents and 

      idioms

B) american speech becoming a single one, standardized  

C) radio programs getting uniformly good but uninteresting 

D) people getting old and losing their memory

06. The writer believes that it will be impossible in the future to:

A) recognize standardized speech on television 

B) find a good baked bread to eat

C) identify someone’s place of origin by his speech  

D) listen to good radio programs

07. The interesting thing Steinbeck found about Montana was that he:

A) heard a weird speech there

B) found a truly local speech there  

C) listened to the old songs from his childhood

D) drank that good unpasteurized milk

08. The American author states that speech... (line 3):

A) is just words and sentences

B) means much more than its denotations 

C) is a poor means of expression and communication

D) means what is says and no more

09. “A small bridge in time...” (line 45) is a metaphor for: 

A) the decline of civilization as we now know

B) a new view of life as one grows old 

C) the inevitability of a sad future for the old

D) a passing from one condition to the other 

10. In “...I who love words and the endless possibility of words am saddened by this inevitability” (lines 18/19) the underlined group of words is a/an:

A) noun clause

B) compound sentence

C) complex sentence

D) adjective clause   

11. The singular form of  “The sad ones are those who waste their energy...” (lines 50/51) is “The sad one is...”
A) those who waste their energy

B) that who wastes his / her energy   

C) this who waste its energy

D) these who wastes their energy 

12. The present perfect form of “That is one of the reasons I fell in love again with Montana” (lines 27/28) is:

A) that is one of the reasons I have felt in love again with Montana

B) that is one of the reasons I had fallen in love again with Montana

C) that is one of the reasons I have fallen in love again with Montana  

D) that is one of the reasons I have falled in love again with Montana

13. The underlined verbs in “What I am mourning is perhaps not worth saving, but I regret its loss nevertheless” (lines 34/35) are:

A) simple present and present perfect

B) present perfect and simple present

C) present continuous and simple present 

D) present participle and present continuous

14. The verbs kept (line 29), destroy (line 07), mourning       (line 34) and grows (line 45) are:

A) regular, irregular, regular, regular

B) irregular, regular, regular, irregular   

C) irregular, regular, irregular, irregular

D) regular, regular, regular, irregular

15. The words cooking (line 39), aches (line 42) and unknown (line 43) are:

A) verb, verb, adjective

B) noun, verb, adjective

C) verb, noun, adverb

D) noun, noun, adjective   

16. In have listened (line 24), was (line 38), and will kill      (line 48) the verb tenses are:

A) past perfect, simple past, simple future 

B) present perfect, simple past, simple future   

C) past perfect, simple past, simple present

D) future perfect, simple past, simple future 

17. Choose the alternative in which prepositions are used correctly:

A) on a sunny day, for once, in a minute, at the meantime 

B) on strike, in the old days, at last, on purpose 

C) on the telephone, at my way to, in the afternoon, for the time being

D) at night, in the rain, on the evening, by once 

18. Indicate the verbs which are usually followed by the preposition ON

A) congratulate, spend, prefer, apologize, blame

B) depend, discuss, remind, warn, operate

C) concentrate, depend, insist, count, congratulate 

D) insist, specialize, succeed, collide, count

19. In the sentence “And in  their place will be a national speech, ...”(lines 22/23), THEIR refers to:

A) words and the endless possibility of words
B) idioms and figures of speech    

C) national speech and language 

D) local accent and regional expressions
20. “...So will our speech become one speech” (line 17) can also be “our speech will...”

A) become one speech so

B) become one speech either

C) become one speech too    

D) neither become one speech
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