2ª FASE - INGLÊS

THE TREE MASSACRE

by Alex Shoumatoff
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	The paper industry is destroying one of America's last great stands of native forest to bring you fresh shopping bags and toilet paper. 

If there were an international tribunal that prosecuted crimes against the planet, like the one in The Hague that deals with crimes against humanity, what is happening on the Cumberland Plateau in eastern Tennessee would undoubtedly be indictable.

The crime -- one of many clandestine ecocides American corporations are committing around the world -- has taken place over three decades. About 200,000 acres on this tableland have already been clear-cut by the paper industry, and the cutting continues. Where once grew some of the most biologically rich hardwood forest in North America's Temperate Zone (which extends from the Gulf of Mexico to southern Canada), there are now row after row of fast-growing loblolly pine trees genetically engineered to yield the most pulp in the shortest time. But the paper industry's insatiable appetite for timber has met with unexpected competition from an equally voracious insect. In the last four years, an estimated 50 to 70 percent of the pines planted on the plateau have been devoured by the southern pine beetle. The entire South has been ravaged by the worst outbreak in its history of this native predator of pine trees, caused by the tremendous increase in the amount of pine available for it to eat on the industry plantations that have replaced the native forest. Unable to salvage its dead timber, the paper industry has been losing hundreds of millions of dollars. Yet it seems still committed to destroying what remains of the extraordinarily lush forest on the Cumberland Plateau, which, along with eastern Tennessee's Great Valley and the Cumberland Mountains, has the highest concentration of endangered species in North America. The loss of biodiversity is tragic but also absurd economically; it doesn't even make good business sense.

Not many people are aware of what is taking place. Nearly 90 percent of the Cumberland Plateau is in private hands and exempt from all but a few government regulations. The federal and state agencies that are supposed to be regulating the paper, timber, and mining industries are populated with these companies' former executives and have come to view these industries as clients whose permits and projects should be facilitated rather than scrutinized. But a quarter of the world's paper and 60 percent of America's wood products are being produced in the South, and the will to address the abuses of the paper industry, which contributes millions of dollars to the campaign coffers of politicians around the country, just isn't there -- certainly not in Tennessee.

There's another reason for the lack of public awareness: Much of the devastation is hidden from view by thin "beauty strips" of native forest left along the plateau's highways. The only way to get the full picture is to go up in a small plane and see it from the air.


VOCABULÁRIO

loblolly pine – espécie de pinheiro

beetle – besouro, inseto

timber – madeira

to ravage – devastar

As questões de 01 a 10 devem ser respondidas de acordo com as idéias desenvolvidas no texto.

01. A maior parte da área de floresta nativa, que está sendo destruída no sul dos EUA:

A) pertence ao governo mas é também explorada pelo setor privado

B) pertence ao setor privado, mas seu uso/exploração é rigidamente controlado pelo governo 

C) pertence ao setor privado e não tem um controle rigoroso da legislação 

D) pertence ao governo e sofre controle rigoroso da legislação

02. A indústria do papel tem perdido milhões de dólares devido:

A) a uma praga de insetos, os quais vêm atacando as (re)plantações de pinheiros para a indústria 

B) ao apetite insaciável dos concorrentes em desmatar a floresta ainda disponível 

C) ao controle rígido das leis quanto ao reflorestamento

D) à instabilidade climática do planeta

03. Os pinheiros foram geneticamente modificados para: 

A) crescer mais rapidamente

B) não serem suscetíveis às pragas 

C) produzir mais polpa no menor período de tempo 

D) produzir polpa de melhor qualidade

04. Outro fator marcante para a população não se dar conta da gravidade do problema é 

A) o fato de se discutir ecologia diariamente nas escolas

B) estar o país repleto de parques florestais

C) poderem ser vistas muitas áreas verdes em todos os Estados americanos

D) só se poder ver de avião o alcance do desmatamento 

05.  A área de floresta nativa mencionada  no texto contém o maior número de espécies em extinção

A) dos Estados Unidos e  do Canadá

B) de toda a América do Norte 

C) somente dos Estados Unidos

D) apenas do Estado do Tennessee

06. A perda de biodiversidade, além de ser algo trágico, é também absurdo do ponto de vista

A) político

B) social

C) cultural

D) econômico 

07. As florestas nativas do Tennessee vêm sendo destruídas em larga escala pelas fábricas de papel, especialmente para a produção de

A) sacolas de compras e papel higiênico 

B) jornais e sacolas de compras

C) material escolar e papel higiênico

D) cadernos e papel higiênico

08. O terrível crime contra as áreas verdes do Tennessee, no chamado Cumberland Plateau, ocorre há mais de:

A) quarenta anos

B) setenta anos

C) trinta anos 

D) cinqüenta anos

09. Se tal crime fosse julgado por um tribunal internacional, ele 

A) seria indiciável 

B) não seria julgado

C) seria simplesmente arquivado

D) iria para uma instância superior
10. As corporações americanas já cortaram, clandestinamente, cerca de:  

A) 300,000 acres de terra 

B) 200,000 acres de terra 

C) 50,000 acres de terra

D) 20,000 acres de terra

11. Uma das seguintes opções contém apenas verbos irregulares; indique-a:

A) suppose, commit, cut, destroy

B) cut, get, see, devastate

C) devastate, take, eat, see

D) remake, cut, eat, get 

12. Assinale a opção cujos verbos estão no simple present:

A) are committing (linha 10), has taken (linha 10), continues (linha 13)

B) extends (linha 15), has met (linha 19), planted (linha 22)

C) continues (linha 13), seems (linha 29), contributes (linha 47) 

D) prosecuted (linha 4), contributes (linha 47), grew (linha 13)

13. Indique a alternativa cujas palavras são seguidas da preposição adequada:

A) aware of, exempt from, interested in, capable of 

B) aware on, dedicated to, interested of, ravaged by

C) committed from,  exempt in, populated with, ravaged by

D) aware for, protected from, sure of, capable on

14. Marque a alternativa cujas palavras funcionam como verbo no texto: 

A) destroying (linha 1), shopping (linha 2), committing (linha 10) 

B) cutting (linha 13), taking (linha 37), mining (linha 41)

C) destroying (linha 30), losing (linha 28), regulating (linha 40) 

D) being (linha 46), shopping (linha 2), mining (linha 41)

15. Assinale a opção cujos verbos estão no present perfect:

A) has met (linhas 19), have replaced (linhas 26-27) has been losing (linha 28) 

B) is destroying (linha 1), is happening (linha 6) are committing (linha 10) 

C) deals (linha 6), remains (linha 30), contributes (linha 47)

D) continues  (linha 13), extends  (linha 15),contributes (linha 47)

16. Nestas passagens do texto, America’s last great stands of native forest (linhas 1-2), paper industry’s insatiable appetite (linhas 18-19), a quarter of the world’s paper (linhas 44-45), o ’s é indicativo de:

A) terceira pessoa do singular

B) contração de is 

C) contração de has
D) caso do genitivo saxônico 

17. Assinale a opção cujos verbos estão  na forma passiva do present perfect:

A) has taken place (linhas 10-11), has met (linha 19), have come (linha 42)

B) have (already) been clear-cut (linha 12), have been devoured (linha 22), has been ravaged (linha 23) 

C) is destroying (linha 1), has been losing (linha 28), is taking place (linha 37)

D) are populated (with) (linha 41), should be facilitated (linha 44), are being produced (linha 46)

18. Indique a opção onde o artigo definido (THE) está empregado corretamente:

A) the Gulf of Mexico, the Canada, the Cumberland Mountains, the Guatemala

B) the Gulf of Mexico, the North America, the Philippines, the Alasca, 

C) the Amazon River, the Hague, the Hymalayas, the Seine 

D) the Mississippi River, the South America, the Andes, the Seine 

19. Indique o singular correto das palavras businesses, treasures, oxen, agencies, species:

A) busines, treasury, oxen, agencie, species

B) business, treasure, ox, agency,  species 

C) businesses, treasure, oxen, agencie, specie

D) business, treasury, oxe, agency, specy

20. Marque outra forma condicional correta das frases If he has money, he will buy a new car e  If she really loves him, she’ll help him:

A) If he had money, he would buy a new car e  If she really loved him, she’d help him  

B) If he had had money, he would have bought a car e If she really loved him, she will help him  
C) If he had money, he will buy a car e If she really loved him, she would help him
D) If he had money, he’d have bought a car e If she really had loved him, she’ll have helped him
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